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Well, this has been an amazing day for—
certainly for me. I hope you think it has been
worth your time. I thank you all for coming.
I thank you for your support of the idea that
we do have responsibilities to one another in
the workplace, and that if we fulfill them in
the appropriate way, more money will be made,
the free enterprise system will be stronger, more
jobs will be created, and America will be a bet-
ter place.

There will be, I assure you, some followup
with all of you on this conference, and we’ll
try to determine where we go from here. But
let me say I called this conference for two rea-
sons. One is I wanted to change the perception
that there were no companies in America that
cared about the employees and that were stick-
ing up for them and trying to do right by them.
And the second is, I wanted to change the re-

ality, where we could, by using the good exam-
ples here to influence people in the rest of
the economy. I believe today we have gone
some significant way toward both of those objec-
tives, and I think there are some other things
we can do.

Again, I want to thank the executives who
have agreed to serve on the board for the Ron
Brown award, and we will follow up on that
as well.

Thank you all for coming, and we will be
back in touch. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 2:10
p.m. in Gaston Hall at Georgetown University. In
his remarks, he referred to Robert Parker, dean,
Georgetown University school of business. A por-
tion of the President’s remarks could not be
verified because the tape was incomplete.

Remarks on the Antipersonnel Landmines Initiative
May 16, 1996

Death of Admiral Jeremy M. Boorda

The President. Thank you very much. Please
sit down. I want to thank the members of the
veterans organizations who are here. General
Jones, thank you for your presence. All the
members of the administration and, especially,
I’d like to thank Secretary Perry and the Joint
Chiefs who are here, not only for their presence
and their help on this policy but for their deter-
mination to go forward with this announcement
on this very difficult afternoon for all of us.

I want to begin with a word about Admiral
Mike Boorda, our Chief of Naval Operations,
who died this afternoon. His death is a great
loss, not just for the Navy and our Armed
Forces but for our entire country. Mike Boorda
was the very first enlisted man in the history
of our country to rise to become Chief of Naval
Operations. He brought extraordinary energy
and dedication and good humor to every post
he held in a long and distinguished career. From
Southeast Asia to Europe, he devoted his life
to serving our Nation.

I am personally grateful for the central role
he played in planning our mission in Bosnia,
both when he commanded our forces in south-
eastern Europe and later when he came here

to Washington. He was known for his profes-
sionalism and skill. But what distinguished him
above all else was his unwavering concern for
the welfare of the men and women who serve
the United States in our Navy. We will all re-
member him for that, and much else.

Our hearts and prayers go out to his family,
to his wife, Bettie, and his children, David, Ed-
ward, Anna, and Robert. And I’d like to ask
everyone to just join me now in a moment of
silence in memory of Admiral Mike Boorda.

[At this point, a moment of silence was ob-
served.]

The President. Amen.

Antipersonnel Landmines
Today I am launching an international effort

to ban antipersonnel landmines. For decades the
world has been struck with horror at the devas-
tations that landmines cause. Boys and girls at
play, farmers tending their fields, ordinary trav-
elers—in all, more than 25,000 people a year
are maimed or killed by mines left behind when
wars ended. We must act so that the children
of the world can walk without fear on the earth
beneath them.
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To end this carnage, the United States will
seek a worldwide agreement as soon as possible
to end the use of all antipersonnel landmines.
The United States will lead a global effort to
eliminate these terrible weapons and to stop
the enormous loss of human life. The steps I
announced today build on the work we have
done to clear mines in 14 nations, from Bosnia
to Afghanistan, from Cambodia to Namibia.
They build as well on the export moratorium
on landmines we have observed for 4 years,
an effort that, thankfully, 32 other nations have
joined.

To pursue our goal of a worldwide ban, today
I order several unilateral actions. First, I am
directing that effective immediately, our Armed
Forces discontinue the use of all so-called dumb
antipersonnel mines, those which remain active
until detonated or cleared. The only exception
will be for those mines required to defend our
American troops and our allies from aggression
on the Korean Peninsula and those needed for
training purposes. The rest of these mines, more
than 4 million in all, will be removed from our
arsenals and destroyed by 1999. Just as the
world has a responsibility to see to it that a
child in Cambodia can walk to school in safety,
as Commander in Chief, my responsibility is
also to safeguard the safety, the lives of our
men and women in uniform. Because of the
continued and unique threat of aggression in
the Korean Peninsula, I have therefore decided
that in any negotiations on a ban, the United
States will and must protect our rights to use
the mines there. We will do so until the threat
is ended or until alternatives to landmines be-
come available.

Until an international ban takes effect, the
United States will reserve the right to use so-
called smart mines or self-destructing mines as
necessary, because there may be battlefield situ-
ations in which these will save lives of our sol-
diers.

Let me emphasize, these smart mines are not
the hidden killers that have caused so much
suffering around the world. They meet standards
set by international agreement. They destroy
themselves within days, and they pose virtually
no threat to civilian life once a battle is over.
But under the comprehensive international ban
we seek, use of even these smart antipersonnel
mines would also be ended.

We’re determined that lands around the world
will never again be sown with terror. That is
why I will propose a resolution at the 51st

United Nations General Assembly this fall, urg-
ing the nations of the world to support a world-
wide ban on landmines. I have instructed Am-
bassador Albright to begin work now on this
resolution.

Third, while the exceptions I have mentioned
are necessary to protect American lives, I am
determined to end our reliance on these weap-
ons completely. Therefore I am directing the
Secretary of Defense to begin work immediately
on research and development of alternative
technologies that will not pose new dangers to
civilians.

Fourth, as we move forward to prevent the
minefields of the future, we must also strength-
en the efforts to clear those that still exist today.
At this moment, unbelievably, some 100 million
mines still lie just beneath the earth in Europe,
in Asia, in Africa, and in Central America. To
help end the anguish they cause, the Depart-
ment of Defense will expand its efforts to de-
velop better mine detection and mine-clearing
technology for use in the many countries that
are still plagued by mines. We will also strength-
en our programs for training and assisting other
nations as they strive to rid their territory of
these devices. For these efforts, as well as those
to develop alternatives to antipersonnel mines,
we will assure sufficient funding. I will person-
ally work with Congress on this issue.

Many have worked to bring us to this mo-
ment. I especially want to say a word of thanks
to Senator Patrick Leahy of Vermont. Although
I know he has differences with our approach,
his dedication and his moral leadership on this
issue have played a vital role in alerting the
conscience of our Nation to the suffering that
landmines cause. I also want to thank the many
nongovernmental organizations that have worked
so hard to put this issue at the top of the inter-
national agenda.

As we turn to the task of achieving a world-
wide ban, we must work together, and we will
be successful. Let me say, again, I greatly appre-
ciate the time and the energy that General
Shalikashvili and the Joint Chiefs have devoted
to this important issue over the last few months.
It may take years before all the peoples of the
world feel safe as they tread upon the Earth,
but we are speeding the arrival of that day with
the decisions announced today. I will do every-
thing I can to implement them all, including
the international agreement to ban all anti-
personnel mines, as quickly as possible.
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Now, I think it is important to turn the micro-
phone over, first to Secretary Christopher and
then Secretary Perry, to finish the presentation.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:27 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his

remarks, he referred to Gen. David Jones, USAF
(Ret.), former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. The related proclamation of May 17 on the
death of Adm. Jeremy M. Boorda is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Reporting on the National Emergency With
Respect to Iran
May 16, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on develop-

ments since the last Presidential report of No-
vember 28, 1995, concerning the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran that was declared
in Executive Order No. 12170 of November 14,
1979. This report is submitted pursuant to sec-
tion 204 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c). This re-
port covers events through March 1, 1996. My
last report, dated November 28, 1995, covered
events through September 29, 1995.

1. Effective March 1, 1996, the Department
of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol (‘‘FAC’’) amended the Iranian Assets Con-
trol Regulations, 31 CFR Part 535 (‘‘IACR’’),
to reflect changes in the status of litigation
brought by Iran against close relatives of the
former Shah of Iran seeking the return of prop-
erty alleged to belong to Iran (61 Fed. Reg.
8216, March 4, 1996). In 1991, Shams Pahlavi,
sister of the former Shah of Iran, was identified
in section 535.217(b) of the IACR as a person
whose assets were blocked based on proof of
service upon her in litigation of the type de-
scribed in section 535.217(a). Pursuant to that
provision, all property and assets located in the
United States within the possession or control
of Shams Pahlavi were blocked until all perti-
nent litigation against her was finally terminated.
Because the litigation has been finally termi-
nated, reference to Shams Pahlavi has been de-
leted from section 535.217(b). A copy of the
amendment is attached to this report.

2. The Iran-U.S. Claims Tribunal, established
at The Hague pursuant to the Algiers Accords,
continues to make progress in arbitrating the
claims before it. Since my last report, the Tri-
bunal has rendered one award, bringing the total

number to 567. The majority of those awards
have been in favor of U.S. claimants. As of
March 1996, the value of awards to successful
U.S. claimants from the Security Account held
by the NV Settlement Bank was
$2,376,010,041.91.

In February 1996, Iran deposited funds into
the Security Account, established by the Algiers
Accords to ensure payment of awards to success-
ful U.S. claimants for the first time since Octo-
ber 8, 1992. The Account was credited $15 mil-
lion on February 22, 1996. However, the Ac-
count has remained continuously below the $500
million balance required by the Algiers Accords
since November 5, 1992. As of March 1, 1996,
the total amount in the Security Account was
$195,370,127.71, and the total amount in the
Interest Account was $37,055,050.92.

Therefore, the United States continues to pur-
sue Case A/28, filed in September 1993, to re-
quire Iran to meet its obligations under the Al-
giers Accords to replenish the Security Account.
Iran filed its Statement of Defense in that case
on August 30, 1995. The United States filed
a Reply on December 4, 1995. Iran is scheduled
to file its Rejoinder on June 4, 1996.

3. The Department of State continues to
present other United States Government claims
against Iran and to respond to claims brought
against the United States by Iran, in coordina-
tion with concerned government agencies.

In November 1995, Iran filed its latest Re-
sponse concerning the United States Request
to Dismiss Certain Claims from Case B/61. The
United States had filed its Request to Dismiss
in August 1995 as part of its consolidated sub-
mission on the merits. Iran had previously filed
its initial response in July 1995, and the United
States filed a reply in August 1995. Case B/
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